Auto Generating Vector Polygon Labels

ez e T O The Spatial Data Editor can automatically generate labels
e J opEaEaa asaEaENTss o | for selected vector points, lines, and polygons using text
; wuies P you enter, attributes, or a script to produce the label text.
t This color plate introduces auto-generation of polygon
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labels. Auto-generating polygon labelsis a heuristic pro-
cess, and the solution is generally not ideal for al poly-
e gons. No automatic labeling procedure is completely suc-
cessful in choosing the best label positions and avoiding
-| al collisions, especially between layers. Think of auto-
generating labels as a two part process. In the first part,
you are looking for the best overall solution. In the sec-
ond part, you interactively reposition or resize those la
Qp bels for which the automatic solution was inadequate.
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Label position, size, and angle can be altered by select-
\Tieu:l 4.8 s;:,{llezl 2I1954 Si|[= $ N 42 4L 4B.924 «+Ju 103 21 23.903 Ing an |nd|V|dua| Iabel for ed|t| ng (See the COl or pl ate en-
Lo o row 1 Seoors ' titled Interactive Editing of Labelsand Leader Lines). New

jabel position within Polygon —_ er label (above) outside 11N€ 18beling features are described on the color plate en-

may change with size

polygon with leader line titled Auto Generating Vector Line Labels.

—— e | Automatically generated polygon labelsare now positioned
ol o Dlzielaioafy als/bE=fassal - 2l inthewidest horizontal span of the polygon with preference
" 1| given to the span that contains the centroid. If the widest
spanisnot large enough for thelabel, asuitable positionis
sought in the neighboring polygonsand aleader lineisadded
toindicatethe polygon to whichthelabel refers. If thelabel
does not fit in the polygon and the longest line making up
the polygon’sboundariesisan edge of the vector object, the
label may be placed outside the vector’s original extents,
again with aleader line to the appropriate polygon. If the
label does not fit in the polygon or any of the surrounding
polygons, it will be centered over the polygontowhichitis
attached for later manual repositioning.
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; Because label position is determined by label size, chang-
e i i st BB SRR g the |abel size may have adramatic effect on position. It
Isrecommended that you use the Preview option when auto-generating labels. You can thentry various|abel
sizesand fontsto decide on the best overall label solution beforelabelsareadded. Label sizeisdetermined
in one of two ways: by element height or by the assigned label style. Element height is set on the |abel
Metrics panel. It isthe samefor all labels generated for asingle set of selected elements. This element
height can later be changed by editing selected labels. A styleheight isset inthe Text Style Editor, whichis
accessed from the Styletabbed panel. Hereyou indicate whether each designated stylewill usethe element
height or the height you specify inthe Text Style Editor.
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